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Learning Loss
Achievement Declines

Absenteeism Increases
Escalation in Violence 

Teacher Retention Realities
Mental Wellbeing and Anxiety

Dominant Ideologies
Book Bans

WITHIN SCHOOLS:
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Percent Increase in Student Enrolment, USA, 2017-2023

Source: Peter Jamison, Laura Meckler, Prayag Gordy, Clara Ence Morse, and Chris Alcantara, “Home Schooling’s Rise from Fringe to Fastest-Growing Form of 
Education,” The Washington Post, October 31, 2023, https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/interactive/2023/homeschooling -growth-data-by-district/.
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Ontario
7.4%

Alberta  Manitoba 
7.6%   9.5%  

Quebec
10.5%

British Columbia 
13.7%
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Hunt, David, 
Joanna VanHof, 
Jenisa Los.(Nov 2022). Naturally 
Diverse: The Landscape of 
Independent Schools in Ontario. 
Cardus
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Distribution of School Choice Policies, EdChoice

Source: EdChoice, “The ABCs of School Choice, 2023 edition,” 2023, https://www.edchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2023-ABCs-WEB.pdf
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A NEW ERA OF
EDUCATIONAL 

PLURALISM

1. EDUCATION IS NEVER MORALLY NEUTRAL

2. EDUCATION BELONGS WITHIN CIVIL SOCIETY

5 CORE IDEAS

3. ALL FAMILIES SHOULD HAVE ACCESS 

5. ALL KIDS BENEFIT

4. EDUCATION OUTCOMES AFFECT ALL OF US

Therefore, democracies should fund a variety of educational 

options that meaningfully differ from one another. 

Therefore, neither the government nor individuals 

should have absolute control. 

All families, not just well-off families, should have 

access to schools that fit their children’s needs

All aspects of society are touched by education 

outcomes—civil, employment, family, cultural— 

therefore, democracies should ensure that all schools 

meet high academic standards.

When democracies incentivize strong, distinctive school 

cultures and intellectually challenging curriculum.

Source: Ashley Berner, “Why School Choice is a Strange Term: America’s Schools in International Context,” Johns Hopkins 
University, https://events.jhu.edu/event/why-school-choice-strange-term-americas-schools-international-context 
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We are in a new era of 
educational pluralism 

Definition: 
Government funds and 

regulates education 

but does not deliver all 

forms of education.

Features: 

Plural systems feature a 

diversity of providers 

and approaches to 

education.
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What can you 
do to support 
the flourishing 
of educational 
pluralism? 

Fund boldly.
Build locally.
Advocate 
provincially.
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